CHAPTER I
INTRODUCTORY
There is now some very general measure of agreement The needs of
that if humanity is to escape the fate of having passed through
the ordeal of world-wide war in vain, the recent era of
destruction must be followed by a period of reconstruction
and reorganisation, in which many of our systems, institutions,
customs^ and beliefs must be tested, and where necessary
refashioned, in the light of our changed ideals and points of
view and of the widened experience of human needs and
possibilities which our existence through these years of conflict
has brought us.
The degree of success attained by any such attempt at Science and
readjustment on a large scale to changed standards and reconstruction
conditions, must to a very considerable extent depend upon
the advance that is achieved by, and the application that is
made of, the various branches of science dealing with the
phenomena of human life in jail its aspects, Biology, physiology,
medicine, hygiene, economics, politics, law and education must
all contribute their share to the solution of the great problem
of reconstituting human society upon a satisfactory peace
footing. Above all perhaps, it is to the science of the human
mind that we should most naturally turn for enlightenment
in dealing with many of the most important aspects of this
problem.
Unfortunately it so happens that Psychology is among the  The present
youngest of the sciences; its state of development, in comparison
with that of many other disciplines, is as yet in no wise
commensurate with the relative importance for human welfare
of the problems with which it is concerned, Conscious of this